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he called * some comfortable little dew of Heaven, *
that is, of course, more prizes of a richer kind.
But sickness broke out. The men died off like
flies. Storms completed the discomfiture. And
the expedition got home with a great deal less than
half its strength in men and not enough in value
to pay for its expenses. It was held to have failed;
and Drake lost favor.

With the sun of Drake's glory in eclipse at court
and with Spain and England resting from warfare
on the grander scale, there were no more big battles
the following year. But the year after that, 1591,
is rendered famous in the annals of the sea by Sir
Richard Grenville's fight in Drake's old flagship,
the Revenge. This is the immortal battle of *the
one and the fifty-three * from which Raleigh's
prose and Tennyson's verse have made a glory of
the pen fit to match the glory of the sword.

Grenville had sat, with Drake and Sir Philip
Sidney, on the Parliamentary committee which
recommended the royal charter granted to Sir
Walter Raleigh for the founding of the first English
colony in what is now the United States. Grenville's
grandfather, Marshal of Calais to Henry VIII,
had the faculty of rhyme, and, in a set of verses